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Firsten, Richard, with Patricia Killian. The ELT Grammar Book: A Teacher-Friendly 
Reference Guide. Alta Teacher Resource Series. Alta Book Center Publishing. 
Burlingame, CA, USA.

Betty’s comments:

Richard Firsten’s experience as a teacher shows through on every page. He knows what questions 
students will ask. He knows how to answer them in ways that students will understand. He knows 
what kinds of materials teachers need for the classroom, providing numerous sample exercises, 
supplementary activities and teaching tips.  

This book is the teacher’s friend. It’s useful not only for teachers who are new to the field (who will 
be grateful for the grammar information he provides, information that is easy to understand and to 
present), but also for experienced teachers looking for new ideas and slants on creating grammar-
based lessons.

And in addition to all that, it’s just plain a fun book to read — at least for us grammar wonks!  

Richard may already be well known to you as “The Grammar Guy” from his former column in ESL 
Magazine and the writer of “Grammatically Speaking” in Essential Teacher. We are also lucky enough 
to have him as a regular blogger on our website. See what The Grammar Guy is talking about now.
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