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Worksheet 1. Reading: Lara’s Blog 

This reading comes from a blog on the internet. 

BY LARA WESSEL  

I returned to New Orleans on a hot, humid Wednesday night in late 1 

August from a summer job. I had been teaching drama at a camp 2 

in Switzerland. By Friday night the weather news was all about an 3 

approaching hurricane. 4 

The mayor came on TV and urged everybody to evacuate the 5 

city! Nobody wanted to leave, but we were scared. My family and I 6 

decided to heed the warnings and escape the danger. On Sunday 7 

morning we got into my father’s car and headed out of the city, to 8 

Houston. It’s normally a five-hour drive to Houston, but the roads were so 9 

crowded that it took us 12 hours. Traffic moved at a snail’s pace. We 10 

traveled at less than 5 miles an hour for a long time.  11 

We had made a hotel reservation in Houston, and finally arrived there in the 12 

middle of the night. On Monday morning, we saw the news reports of the 13 

terrible devastation of our beautiful city from the hurricane that had hit 14 

during the night. We were hearing that people were lost, and there was no 15 

means of communication because even the cell phones didn’t work. It was 16 

horrible. We didn’t know yet that the worst was yet to come that day: the 17 

levees broke, and the Mississippi River flooded most of New Orleans. 18 

The city had no electricity, no refrigeration, no water. People ran out of 19 

supplies. Stores could not open. Some hospital facilities didn’t work, and 20 

patients and staff had to be evacuated. Some people who had not left the 21 

city were rescued by boats and helicopters, but thousands of people were 22 

stranded for days at the Superdome (the huge sports center) with little 23 

help.  24 

Those like us who had left the city could not get back in. Nothing would be 25 

functioning “until further notice.” Schools were going to be closed for the 26 

fall semester, and maybe longer. I was supposed to start a new job teaching 27 

drama at a city high school. Now I was not able to return to my beloved city, 28 

but I didn’t have a job there anyway. 29 

Our friends were scattered all over in many different places. Nobody knew 30 

what they were going to do next. I decided I would go to Florida to stay with 31 

my brother who lived there, in Miami. Miraculously, I got a job teaching in 32 

a high school right away.  33 
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Worksheet 1, page 2 

My parents were able to move back into their home after a few weeks. They 34 

were lucky. They had roof damage, but not much damage from flooding. I 35 

did not go back to visit during that first year. Now I am not sure what I am 36 

going to do in the future, or where I am going to live. I do know more than 37 

ever how much I love my city and its people.  38 

It’s like the song by Louis Armstrong, “Do you Know What It Means to Miss 39 

New Orleans?” 40 

Do you know what it means to miss New Orleans 

And miss it each night and day 

I know I’m not wrong -- this feeling's gettin' stronger 

The longer I stay away. 

 

 

 

(Photo from Wikipedia) 
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Worksheet 1, page 3. Vocabulary practice: Lara’s Blog 

Circle the letter of the word or phrase with the same meaning as the bolded words. 

The line number refers to the lines in Lara’s Blog. 

 

1. In line 1, humid means _____. 

a. dry    b. damp 

 

2. In line 4, approaching means _____. 

    a. coming near   b. very strong 

 

3. In line 5, urged means _____. 

    a. made a strong suggestion b. made a weak suggestion 

 

4. In line 5, evacuate means that everybody _____. 

    a. leaves a place to be safer b. stays inside their homes 

 

5. In line 6, scared means _____. 

    a. very tired   b. afraid 

 

6. In line 7, heed means _____. 

    a. leave in a hurry  b. pay attention to advice 

 

7. In line 7, warnings means _____. 

    a. fears about a danger b. notices about a danger 

 

8. In line 10, the phrase moved at a snail’s pace means  ___.    

a. moved very slowly  b. moved without being comfortable 

 

9. In line 17, the phrase the worst was yet to come means _____. 

    a. the worst thing happened    b. the worst thing was about to happen 

 

 10. In line 22, rescued means _______. 

      a. injured    b. saved 

 

11. In line 23, stranded means _____. 

      a. stuck    b. taken care of 

 

12. In line 26, until further notice means _____. 

      a. forever    b. when you learn something new 

 

13. In line 30, scattered means _____. 

      a. spread out    b. stuck 
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14. In line 32, miraculously means _____.  

      a. as expected   b. very surprisingly

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


